MADISON"

and the Mississippi/' said one member of the House of
Representatives, "interlock in a number of places; and the
great Disposer of Human Events intended those two rivers
should belong to the same people," To many of the
Southern planters, it was equally clear that the Disposer of
Human Events intended East and West Florida to belong
to the United States, instead of to Spain, and it seemed
probable that a war might hasten this arrangement.
So, in spite of the hostility of the seafaring sections of
America, and in spite of Madison's pacific intentions,
the young War Hawks in Congress forced the conflict.
Representatives of the mercantile and financial interests
voted solidly against the war; representatives of the agri-
cultural frontier voted solidly for it. Josiah Quincy, of
Massachusetts, stated the facts in Congress: "This war/'
he declared, "the measures which preceded it, and the mode
of carrying it on, are all undeniably Southern and Western
policy, and not the policy of the commercial states." And
on another occasion, he described the invasion of Canada
as "a cruel, wanton and wicked attack . . . upon an
unoffending people, bound to the Americans by ties of blood
and good neighborhood." Throughout New England,
the contest was referred to as "Mr. Madison's war." And
yet Jefferson was able to write, in good faith, to an English
friend: "Surely the world will acquit our government from
having sought it. Never before has there been an instance
of a nation bearing so much as we have borne."
"Wanton and wicked the invasion of Canada may have
been; but to describe it as cruel was needlessly flattering.
The British resistance was organized and led by the
Loyalists who had settled in Canada after being driven from
their homes in the United States. But for their strenuous
efforts, the scheme to annex Canada must have succeeded,
since England was occupied with Napoleon, Naturally,
however, the Loyalists had their hearts in the task of
defence, whereas the war party in America was divided in
purpose, the Southerners being only avid for Florida,
and the North-westerners for Canada. The result was a
disgraceful series of defeats for the United States. "In